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KOSta for Psrsonnelengaged in A-Bomb' Activities 

Deputy Chief of Air s taff for Researoh & Development 1 NOvember 1946 

2 
AC/AS-l 

1. It is n<;>ted that OOJllDlsnt No. 1 recommends that the four 1103's requested in the 
basiC! oommunioat1onbe consolidated intii two MCl'!r,,,:. ' Such colUlolidations of duplicating 
lOS'. are in accordll'ith the ~ Air Foree" policy ofmainta1n1ng broad clasl'lificatiOlUl 
and avoiding urtnecessary specialization. " . 

2. As your office 18 familiar with the requirements ana qualifications of 1;he 
ofi'leet-ll engaged in atomiobomb activities, it is requested 'that the proposed atomic Keats 
be redl'afted in accordanoe with' OOl!llllent.' lI!f. 1 and auQmitted forth. ilorEal proce .. 1Ri pro
oedures 81 outlined in Headquarters. or£1iJeItU!t1"UCUOD 6()-26, ,4 Sept~ber 1946. 

3. The Adjutant ClfIneral'lI Offi'Cs ill pre,sently engaged in an overall Army_ide job 
~lIis survey. In order that the jobs pecuHar to units utilising atomic 'lreapona mq be 
ana~lIIed,it is further requ8stedthat tM,s office be advhed as to the ,bues aqd units 
engaged in missions requiring -atomic ... aporia,.. ' , 

1 Incl 
n/o 

LEON W. tXlHNSON ' 
Brigadier General, U. s. Army 
Deputy, AC/AS-I 
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31 Jul 45 

1 
Col Tfilson/bt/61M 

a . 'rho roqu.ir()",mn;; ~t' lOS III oow!:"1nil: POI.' Ii 0l'SEI 1 o(1lOornad wi ~cll th0 O]?C:'4-
tiolW a,~ ' tee.'mlcu l a·s ata of tho llto~ bOlGb is rooo(1liwd. It i9 1'01'.; hOW!!J'\'li)I'. t hat 
the !'owt C!l.tegor l s l'6oo~l!ed in the ntbMIw d l otte!';, broal! tM $Ubjectd~1l1 i nto 
fiolds -"lftC$h r,to tOo' l~1ly upo<ii.e,uzoth, !to l'1ra1bl' !Ii ~tion C1Xi~t(-)d i l'). the oarly 
SUA(l91J of Rad/U" 'levol~"JJIElnl; a n'l smpl Qymn'q t oo U!'UICO(lll00.rUy l ar e uu:noor of !!OS 
llet up far t~ !i s !l.et.1vlty cn-eo.ilod nsrl"Cl'f fl.olds of 1!.oitod futurG nnd addsc. u::\.'W.c,,:;sery 
CD."-.l'uoion. 

'0 . Tho f; fj oJ.al..l.;ieo of' liomb Co:~ar MJ. l ... t o...:d i".; 3or:3b ~"'ca.L~ ~ ... ~i'1oor (Jatod 
ohoul";' Uo Oo...a..-"in'l3l.1 l.UlIJ.er atw ~":o ~~ "t\. ;d 0. !~"t7t'! t~,+G la anOh as itAt~t1 o TI o:-lb Or"fies? c1c
,-1 God to COVll!" bd.;!l. 

(> • Tho IJ r"l cl.oJ. 'i;, of M;oini(l 13* ~ orncor ( Hon-l'I>. ted) i s not beUllvod 
r:.eoes lWj' !t', th.i!; t i13) . ·:r!rl.eipeoial'iof oloo.rli {:I !';;~1id Ii to 'eow;:o o!'!'1COI'S. of 
tho t Yl'K' now !I.IlBitrou. 1F1 the Carp s of' E:n{.1n~l·S '.0 11111 00ll duty,.,i t tho ruth Wing. 

d . Tho 11eapmxrr (Rat;o d), (>1" B!l!!lb 're(2t:llo itln , cortainly 0.0 ql-W'o<l .o.nd 
shoul d 1;x1 r~Ct'01..tZ() c:tr.i ~ !(};; , m addi "~!o~l to his ve.t'y tOC1Aro.sive v 0 lC'1l dut108, ~l.is 
b dividtllll )~~3 (J. r ":ti? r fllfE)oos1\li.l1ty in f'B r.ht . Ill. the Ql'1n1on or '\"11111 ot' . m.'. 
he shou.l< be f\ CamaSiOlllld t"ath~r ~'w.1'! R m!l.r rru' t oinC'">!". f<nd· {line" 1 3 a nxmoor 
0 2 tho ~bat m-=. he ;motlld bo r,'ated {~l/.\P >; '00 !I. e S~ t'Qm <>r a.rlcrn.ft 
obser"'lQ1" .. :'1" t...1u5 ~3i,m:~ 11ah.~alt of en nC;\!{ ra.t"":1t: i e ,".0 1. (,osirabl a ) .. 

1 inc1 
L -~~ ~" :-r 5 C ~ uu l""H~bove 
clt,; 35 ""-tn' l !lM 

CUll.1'l s r,:. IA,IlY>. y 
lh.jor Cono",..! j . ' iJ:i/l. 
D,)pu ty Chi,d ' of Air .;tnf'!' i'Gl:' 

Ro 3Mrcll !UXl 1J.lVol o ,::t:IUnb 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Major General LeMay 
Colonel Wilson 

SUBJECT: 1'lOS I S For Atomic Bomb Personnel 

-:- , 

17 July 1946 

1. The attached paper, reference new MOS I s, Vias handed to 
me by McTague of AC/AS-3, who said, "'II'hat do you think about this 
stuff?" McTague said that he had talked to Kenny Gibson and that 
Kenny had told him, "It was submitted by the 58th Wing, let's 
approve it." As I mentioned the other day, I am a bit concerned 
aboUt going hog-wild over a new specialty and dreaming up jobs 
and MOS I s with such gay abandon. At the expense of being trite, 
r reiterate that we did this very thing with Radar (starting in 
1941 and continuing to the present) to our utter and ever-lasting 
confusion. 

2. As pOinted out in Para. 2, of the letter, it is unfor
tunate that "The job descriptions outlined below are presented 
in very general terms so as not to violate the laws of security". 
I know, however, that John Armstrong furnished the data contained 
in this le:cter and certainly, when he comes through Washington, 
could bring us up to date on a detailed job description. 

3, Let us e=ine the letter, specialty by specialty: 

a.1 Bomb Commander 

I have no argument 'nth. this specialty and r feel that 
in Armstrong's group, "Of six pilots, we have exactly the right type 
of person who should be assigned to this job. 

b. The Weaponeer (Bomb Technician) (Rated) 

As you know, my opinion is that the present bomb is 
highly over-engineered and over-gadgetized. Be that as it may, it 
is the only bomb we have and we must live with it. I agree that 
with the present bomb, there is a need for such a person as the 
job description describes. In addi tion to his very extensive 
technical ground duties, he has a very great responsibility in 
flight, He should be, in my opinion, a commissioned officer (not 
a Warrant Officer ).$eing a member of the combat crew, he should 
certainly be a rated off'icer (probably some f'orm of' aircraft 
observer) ~ 



Memo to GBneral Le1.lay, Colonel mlson, dd 17 July 46. 

c. Atomic Bomb Staff Officer (Rated) 

It appears to me that this person requires exactly the 
SELme type of background and training £LS does the Bomb Commander, 
and indeed could be, and in illy opinion, should be the same~son. 
Gibson argues the point that the Bomb Commander must be assigned to 
"an Atomic Bpmb V1lB Group" but that the Atomic Bomb Staff Officer 
need not be. I feel that this point is of little conseCJ.uence and 
does not warrant an addi tiona! MOS to confuse us the more. 

d. Atomic Bomb Staff Officer (Non-rated) 

/ 
I do not at all understand the need for this person. 

I appreciate your explanation that the specialty has been proposed 
to take care of such an offioer as the Engineer. Officer assigned 
to Armstrong's gang. But aside f~om the Engineer's Insignia on his 
collar, he is no better (and ve'¥J~ less) CJ.ua1ified than Annstrong or 
enyone of his five pilot colleagues. Let us procrastinate on this 
specialty until our policy differences with Manhattan Di strict are 
better resolved. 

4. I would like to point out that much of my thinking is 

!tempered by the faot that atomic bombs and atomio war-heads will 
never be a"dime-a-dozen: During this past war, it was known at the 
start that we could go into phenomenal and astronomical production 
on radar equipment. However, where we measured radar jobs by .the 
thousends, it appears that thi s country has the potentiality to 
measure atomic bomb jobs only by the dozens. In my opinion, we must 
limit these atomic bomb jobs to the most select and highly trained 
tactical and technical personnel in the AAF, and if we do, we will 

.not need but a bare minimum of MOS's. 

w. lL CAN1ERBURY 
Colone 1, GSC 
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n >D CtUAR'IERS STP..A.TI!GIC f..IR CO~::!)'_ ?ID 

Bol1i:.::l ~ Field 
WashinGton 20, D. C. 

25 June 1946 

SAC 210.01 (25 Jun 46) 

COP Y 

St1J3J1C : ~ :OS f 5 for "BOI!lQ COL:L:19Jlder fl 
J "Weaponeer ff (Bonb Technician) J 

"Atomic Bemb Staff Officer (Rated", and "At.ol:1ic Bor,b Staff 
Officer (Non-rated)" 

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, War;hin~tol1 25, D. G. 
A'l'TINTIO;) : AC/AS-l, Personnel (AFP:'!P-ll) 

1. Iii accordtUlce with par rf)5.2, AAFilianual 35-0-1,;, HaS 's for the 
followi!lf; specialities are hereby requested : 

... Bomb Comma..'!der 

b. Yleaponeer (Bomb Technician) 

c. Atomic Bomb Staff Officer (Rated) 

ct. . Atomic Bomb Staff orfi cer (Non-rated) 

2. It is cO!lsici.ered c.0sirable to pOint out that duo to the class2.:'ied 
nB.ture o~ the work of the atollic bomb specialists for whom MaS's are re
quested, the job descriptions outlined below are presonted in very general 
terms so as not to violate the rules of security_ 

3. The job descriptions listed herein have been compiled by th" 58th 
30mb j'<in2: mod the L1OS 's re quested Me consi dered necessary due to the radi
cally now type of combat equipme!l.t over ~:rl1i ch offi cers of' indicated ~·~O S I s 
will nave supervision. 

(1) lIas c OlJrtD.!ld of bcnb carryil1{; aircraft "r,-r:u ls on e. strnt
er;ical mis:non e~ployi)2f the atomic ~or!b. ::o.lces decision 
as to disposition of bO!i1b i !l case of 9:P.ergency. 

(2) Is fam.i.liar with construction amI prioci[lle~ of operation 
of the atomic bomb. 

(3) Bust ·have l\ wide knO'Hle ci.ge of strategic bombinl.:, in
cluding the destructive ce.pabili ties of the atouic bonb 
a~=ainst various clas3es oi' targets. 

(4) ,:'ust be a rated pilot of veT"J heavy bombardment air
~ra:f't (109.3). 7.~uG t be t horoughly ~,cquail1ted vnt..i1 
capabilitie s of t he Oircraf't as p erta.ins to run6e I op€r
C.ti:l'=; conditiO:'ls, etc . 



" 
, Be,sic : Ltr SAC t o MI', subj : nos 's for Bomb Comdr , Heaponeer (Bomb Tach). 

,,;;oai c ilOl!lb Staff Ofr ( j ated) , ar..d A;;orr.ic 30mb Staif Off (Non-rated). 

(5) lias a knowl edge of tile principl es of bombing and operation 
of the bOr.J.o5.r;'b equi pment , incl'Udi!1{; bomb r elease mechani sm. 

(6) Is assi Eped to an atomic bonh VH3 gr oup (TO & E 1-112R) . 

(7) I s a cODlmissi oned officer. 

(8) :Jt,gj; be physi cally qualified for cOtlbo.t fli c,ht (\uty under the 
pro'li sions of AAF Regulati on 50-7. 

(2.equi ramants of' par' . 505 . 2 of JU .. ~" ~.1e..ilual 35- 0-1, are met by the 
Rbove job description as follcms: 5O 'S.2 c(l) (a) &: (d) - ( 1 ) above; 
5OS . 2 c ( l )(b) '" (c) - ( 2 ) above ; 5052e (1 ) (e) - (3) , (~) and (5) 
above; 5O S.2 d( l ) - a above ; 5OS. 2 (2) - (6) abo~e ; 5OS , 2 d(3) - (7) 
above; 505. 2 d( 4) - (1) above ; 505 . 2 d (5)(a) - (1 ) above, insofar as 
security will peI"..llt; 505 , 2 (d)(5)(b) - ,(2)(3)(4) If. (5) abolVe ; 505 . 2 
d (5) (c) - (4) above; insofar as security wi ll pezmit; 505 . 2 d (S)(d) 
(1 ) - (1) above ; OOS . 2 d (5)(e)( 1 ) - (1) 'above ; SOS , 2d (S)(e)(2) -
(4) above insofar as seuc iryt will permit; 505 . 2 d(6) - (8l above) 

b • lNEAPONEER (RA TED) : 

(1) Ascertains, before and durin e; flight, that the atomic bomb is 
prepared. for a drop_ Durinc; f liGht, acts 8. S advisor to the 
BCNB COilllA.L'IDER. 

(2) l.Iu.st ha-,e satis·f actorily completed a course of on-the-j ob 
trainiDg as VJ)',JcPO.tlEER . 

(3) I s assigned to an R~omiC bomb VHB group (TO & E 1-1l2R) . 

(4) I s a cOlr.mission"d officer or wa, rant. offi.cer . 

(S) !Ju st be physically qualified for cozrat flight duty under t he 
provi Sions of AAF Regulation 50-7. 

(:leauir Elments of pl.r. 5OS.2 of liA? [,lanual 35-0-1 are met by the above 
job description as follows: 505 . 2 c(1 )(a) , (b), (0) &0 (d) - 1 abo,e; 
505 . 2 dOlCe) - omitted for securi ty r easo ns; 5OS2. d(1) - b above; 
;;06;2 d(2) -(3) abovo; 505.2 d (3) - (4) o.bovo ; 5OS.2 d(4) - (1) above; 
5OS , 2 d(S)(a) - (1) above insofar as security will pennit; 005 . 2 deS) 
(b)' - omitted for security ree.sons; 505 . 2 deS) (c) above; - 2 abo",e ; 
5O~ deS) (d) - omitted for securit~' reasons; 505 . 2 d(S) (a) (1) &. (2) -
omitted for seclldty reasons; 505.2 deS) - (5) above . ) 



Basi c: 
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L ' n 'n ~ un ' j l:;r .:>~,:J,_ ..... LoO _-utl' , SUO.: HOSI s for Bomb Comdr, Weaponeer (Bomb Te ch) J 

(Rated), and Atoc',ic Bonb SW. r f Off (Eon-rated). Atordc Bomo Staff off 

(1) I s advisor on all matters pert"inLng to the atoroic bomb 
to the COiO.'lULnding General in a '.71ng (TO &: E 1-160-1) or 
higher headquarters of 811. atomic bomb tUlit. 

(2) Is familiar with the mnstructicn and principles of 
operation qf the atoillic Cohn. 

(3) Must have a ';vide lmOHledge of strateg,;ic bombing, in
cluding destructive capabilities of the atomic bomb 
af,a inst various classes of targets. 

( 4) 

( 5) 

nust be t horoughtly a c (1uainte d Hi th the capa'ti Ii ti es of 
t~ atomi c bomb carry ing aircraft used by tM u.:.r1it as 
pertflins to ran C", ~, operating conditions, etc. 

Has a knovrle ri l;e of the vrinci pIes of bombinG and opera
tion of bCKilbing equi pment, includ in p; pOli1b release 
mechanism. 

(6) 'ust be physi call~r qunl i fied for combat fl ie;ht· duty' under 
the )rovisions s f I~r Regulation 50-7. 

(Requir eme nts of P:ll". 505.2 of A.A.? ~:E~lual 35-0-1 are met by the 
above job description as fa lloNs: 505.2 c(l)(a) & (c)- (1) above; 
505.2 c(l)(b) & (d) - (2) above;505.2 c(l) (e) - (2) (3) (4) and 
(5) above; 505.2 d(l) - c above; 505.2 d(2)-(1) above: 505.2 d(3) -
c above; 505 .2 d(4) - (1) above: 005.2 d(5) (a) - (1) above insofar 
as security pemits; 00 5.2 d(5) (b) - (2) above (3) (4) {,; (5) above; 
505.2 d(5) (c) - om:ttted for security ree.sons; 005.2 d(5) (d)(l) -
(1) above; 005.2 d (5) (e) (1) - (1) above; 005.2 d(5) (e) (2) -
omitted for security reasons; 005.2 d(6) - (6) above.) 

d. ATCID C BOl:I B SIAFF OFFICER (HOli-RAT:';] ) 

(1) Is advisor on technica l matters pertainin g to the ato l1i c bom" 
to the C ommr~'1dinG Ge neral in a Wing (TO (,; E 1-160-1) or 
hi sher ~11~aJ.quarters of e.n atomic bomb uni t, 

( 2) Is familiar wit.;' the construction and principles of operation 
of the atomi c bomb. 

(3) Has a knO'.vlecir;e of the dostructiv9 ca.ps.bilitiGS of the atomic 
bomb against various classes of targets. 

(4) !-,rust be physicall~r qualified for OV8rS08.8 service. 



Ltr SAC to J\.;.\.'!, subject: :,~OS' s for Bomb Comdr, Weaponeer (Bomb Tech) J Ato1'!lic 
Bomb staff orr (%1oed) , anu Atomic Bo;'lb Staff Orf (Non- Rated) . 

(Roquirements of par . 505 . 2 of A;~? j'/; an~a1 35-0 -1 are met by the 
above job description as follOl;s: WS.2 c(l)(a) &: (c) - (1) above; 
505 ; 2 o(l)(b) & (d) - (2)'abo;,e; 505 .2 o( l)(e) - (2) to (3) abovo; 
505 ;2 d(l) - d above; 5Cl5 . 2d(2) - (1 ) 0,bove ; 5Cl5 . 2 d(3) - d above; 
5Cl5 . 2 d(4) - ( 1 ) ubo~e; GD5 . 2 d(5)(a) ~ (1) above ~sofar as security 
pemits; 5Cl5 . 2 d(5)(b) (2) <;: (5) aboye; 505 . 2 d(5)(6 ) - oillitted fo r 
security reasons; 505 . 2 d(5)(d)(1) - (1) abova; 505 . 2 d(5)(e)(1) - ' 
(1) above; :rJ5 .2 de (5)(e) (2) - omitted for securitl' reasons; 5)5 . 2 
d(6) :. (4) above ~ ) 

4 . It is not felt that any speCial hlsi(;nia will be required fOl' officers 
holding the above hlOS with the excepti. on of i'leaponeer . ' In ordel' that it ;'{ill 
not be pas sible to sin~: le such of:fi cer out as being specially trained, it is 
recoIiIITlended tha the. Weaponeer be authorizeu. to sear ai rcre.ft observer wint; s. 

sis 

/ 

JA7' ';S ,R. ~;EBll , JR. 
Coptain, Air Corps 
_~ctini, Asst Adj Gen 


